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; 'T was the e£pyprians prattice, before Phyſick was reduc'd inte 
- Art or Profeftion, to carry forth into the Roads and Highways, 
the Diſeag'd, and enquire of all paſſengers concerning the 
Cauſes and Remedies of their Diſtempers ; out of whoſe pre- 
= ſcriptions their Friends ſelected, and applied what they judg'd moſt 
» Proper. | | 
< F What was then done for the Natural , is now as neceſlary 
- for the Body Politick of this Country , fick , almoſt unto death, of 
— Fears and fealoxfies, the Plots and Devices of the wicked and ambiti- 
ous; Expos'd to all Travellers, among whom good Nature and Self- 
preſervation have at length, after two years ſilent compaſſion, pre- 
vail'd upon me to give my opinion of the Cauſes and Cures of our 
Evils; which I will offer without fear or fayour of Party or Faction, 
of Court or City ; enquiring how far our apprehenſions of Pepery and 
Arbitrary Government, that have fo long diſcompos'd us at home, 
and made us contemprible abroad, are juſt and reaſonable. 

Tho'1 confeſs 'tis ſaid, There never was ſmoak without ſome. fire ; 
yet at firſt ſight it ſeems hard to believe that ſober men ſhou'd ever at- 
tempt innovations, ſeldom or never advantageous, always hurtful, 

A 2 becauſe 
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becauſe neceſſarily attended with the ſad «ffefts of Civil Var; a 
calamity that has ſo lately proy d fatal to the Kingdom in general, to 
the Prince and to the Subject. Whence it may be reaſonably pre- 
ſum'd, when our Paſſion is over, and we have fully confider'd the 
riſe, progreſs and event of the Laſt Kebellion, we ſhall grow calm 
and wiſe, permit the King to enjoy his own Prerogatives, and con- 
tent our ſelves with our juſt Rights and Friviledges. "Twill be time 
enough (when theſe are invade1, if Religion even thea will allow it,). 
to oppoſe, or ſtand upon our defence ; to offer at it ſooner 1s madnes 
and folly, Rebellion and Impiety. 

For the better coming to our point, tis neceſlary we take a review 
of the times preceding Forty Oze, when from the end of King Zames's 
Reign, the people were, as now, full of murmyrings, zepinings and 
diftruſts againſt the Government, At laſt the ſmother'd Embers 
burſt forth into a Flame; and after ten years Violence, War anq 
Confuſion, and near as many more of Uſurpation and Tyranny, the 
Commonwealth was ſo far from being better'd, by any of the many 
changes and expedients, that the recalling our King from, hi; un- 
Juſt Exile was found, and unanimouſly agreed , the only way to 
prevent its utter Ruine. Our Gracious Sovereign, Merciful beyond 
example , pardons his Rebellious Subjects, the Murderers of his 

Royal Father, and the Uſurpers of his .own.Crown and .Dignity;z 
loads, even among them, with Offices :and Honour, ſuch asſeem'd 
penitent, and were capable. He then ;proceeds, firſt to;the xeſettle- 
ment of the Religion of the Church of England, like Vertue ſeated 
n- the middle, and equally endanger d by the two extremes of Popery 
and Presbytery ; and after, to thar of the State 1n peace and quiet, 
which we enjoy'd ito. the envy of jour Neighbours. This happi= 
neſs occaſion'd a War with Holland, 'France and Deymark;; to their 
great Lofs, and the Renown of England, ending in aLeague. of 
friendſhip and amity , ſor the-generalgoad of Exrope. Not long after 
the King was advis d to grantatoleration for the eaſe of ,tender Con- 
fciences, and the advancement of Traflique and Manufacture. This 
was preſs d with arguments, That the want of it occaſtond YVeaner;s 
Infurrection ; the Plot in 1662. for which ſeveral ſuffer:d at Thar; 
that in T663, begunin Jre/and, and carried on in Exglard, for whichin 
I 664, divers were executed in Torkfprre, as were others after in Londen, 
April 1666, who confeſ&d at Tyhxrs a Defign of ſabverting the Go- 

|  -*yernment, fcizing the Tower, and firing of Londen (the September 

4 eHllowing z and withal, declaring there were thoſe behind of their 
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party, that wou'd ſtleftect that deſign, which as to that part was top 
evident. This is notorious from the hiſtorical account publiſh'd in 89. 
and confirm d ,by the Gaget ; and:therefoxe I cannot but wonder art.the 
Commons Vote of laſt Janxery the 10'*. Thar it is the opinion of; this 
Houſe, that the City of Londen was burnt inthe year 1666 by the Pa- 
piſts, deſigning thereby to introduce arbitrary power and Popery into 
this Kingdom. It wou'd be a great fatisfactiun to the World to publiſh 
the grounds of this opinion, becaute that otherwiſe conſidering they. did 
not purſue it, nor any realon aflign'd whar ſhqu 4 haye hindreg,.it will 
hardly gain morecredit, than the Philoſophers paradox,:hat Snow was 
black, 1have xead of ſome,- who. never wanted opinions, cou d; they 
but find arguments to makejthem probable, for which their being ata 

loſs made them ridiculous with the ſober;part of manKkij be EH 
The King conſents, and at the ſame rune.geclires a War againſt 
Holland, whoſe inſolence and injuſtice: in. pgint of Trade and Honour 
was become inſupportable. Soon aſter t'1e Pariiament conven'd,and ap- 
prehending the Indulgence might in timge prove deſtructive to tbe eff - 
bliſh'd Religion, pray'd ir might be rexok;d,; the King contrary to'th 
then Miniſters advice,anſwer d theix defires. . Hereupon they grow peg. 
viſh, and thenceforward yow and. ſtudy, all rhe methqds. of Revenge 
and Confuſion, tho” with the: hazard of ,the publick. Ever ſince We 
have been-cantinually alaxm'd;with.Libels againſt the BAM! Sockac ; 
faraspol- 
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at laſt adiſcovery is,magde of a Popiſh-contuvance, ſifted as taras pol 
ſible by the King in- Council, and after earneſtly, recommended to, the 
Parliaments':further  conſideration.- 't his js purſued ,; but ſome men 
laying hold on this, defign-to drive it. on to further purpoſes, and under 
retence of detending the Kings Perſon and expelling Popery,, ſet up. 
| 4 onalin and pull, down the/Mgnaxchy... But there being tqo firict a 
bond. of mutual:lovg-and loyalty between, the K ing And that Pa ha- 
ment, means are now. s'd, upon A greatM: niters-being Wolof fo 
have it; difloly;d: An Act that-anſwerg got his;expectations. A new 
one'is cal'd, and. exceeding the houngs.gf prudence and. moderation. 
quicklyſent home. Athirdis fapmpon'd, aud the king having to this, 
as tothe former, :over and. over ;prels;d the impartial examination, of 
the'Plot, the tryaloftheLards; and; abe gaze of the cllablifh'd Reli- 
gion, whereta Þy all juft:and,lawkel-ways he ofcen deglard he. wou'd 
-not follow, !but:heargily go aleng, wth, them... Bur alas! | ey koh 
ded no-ſuch thing, - The Plar muſt..be Fe IN \ &lſe. they. wor d 


bedefeated. The King pergeiving they. Jt} nk 
publick, beceks thaw, and ſummers mſawyh at Oxford; 
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they may be inſpir'd, with ſoftneſs and prudence, anſwerable to the 
deſigns of the Place, and the'needs of the Kingdom. 

After this ſhort account, is it poſſible to believe theſe, who inſinuate 
the King himſelf is in the Plot, is a Papiſt,and intends arbitrary Govern- 
ment? Oh ! ridiculous,nonſenfical fancy. If the Plot be againit his Perion 
and Government, and contriv'd by Papiſts,and among them (as Bealow 
has ſworn) none in England but have receiv'd the Sacrament upon t,and 
he be of the number, he muſt joyn with others to cur his own throat, 
fab, ſhoot, or poyſon' himſelf. Bur here's ſome myltery im this pretty 
Invention ; Charles ' Sruart conſpires againſt the King ; this imitating 
the'Long Parliament in” his' Fathers time, who' fought for the King, 
for his poltick capacity, againſt himſelf, his Narural, his Perſon. But 
if he werea Papiſt, wou'd he have paſs'd into Laws every Bill tender'd 
him by both Hou (es, as well before, as fince this Plot, in their disfa- 
vour ? And yet we know one-of the gadly Party was lately fin'd yoo /, 
fot ſaying, The Duke of York was a Papiſt, and the King lirtle better ; 
afaying no longer, mined nor whiſper'd, but now loudly and plainly 

oken every day.” Cou'd-he have been wroughtto a change of Reli- 
Lion, 10 the time-of his barfiſhment; he had not 'wichſtood, the offers 
"ef foreign Princes andthe (olicitarionsof a fond Mother, to reinſtate 
"Him'in'his ow:+ Dominions with abfolute arbirrary power.. But he was 
* roo miltch a Chiiftian; and too good a King, not to prefer continuance 
"in exil&" ro the/defigns'bf enflaving his Subjects; cither in their ſouls or 
"311 heir bodids Muſt he'tiow, in an Age defirous' of reſt and quiet, be 
upbraided wittr ſuch purpoſes, thacr'had reſolv'd againftthem in the 
heat of his yauth, the great ſpur of ambition 2 Now when to compals 
this wicked and ridiculous projet is as impoſſible, as before it was the 
Egorary ; when'after his reſtoration beſides foreign aſffiſtance, offer'd 
Ar any rate, and toany purpoſe, he had an obfequious General, a vi- 
 RtoriousFileer'and Army, and a'Patliament, whoſe zeal and devotion 
'feen\d in nothing to be bounded bur by the limits of his own pleaſure ; 
when to theimmenle treaſure he was poſſeſt of, beſtow'd among his 

eople with equal bounty as it was given, he might have added vaſtly 
y.the confiſcations of more than half the Eſtates and Wealth of the 
Three Kingdoms: But inftead of this,he often preſs'd his Parliament to 
expedite, the ACt of Oblivion, disbanded his Army, and enlarg'd the 
, Fleer,' by making one Squadron of more value than all three in the 
- time of Queen Fl;z. difabl'd, inall His Dominions, without exception, 
"all Papifts, from bearing any Office Civil or Military. Has he not paſ#'d 
- the Bill, excluding for ever all/Popiſh Lords out of the Houſe, to which 
his 
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his Father cou'd never be perſwaded ? Has he not likewife curtay['d 
the Royal power by two other Acts, that of the Habeas Corps, and 
againſt Quartering of Souldiers? Three Statutes, for which he. might 
have had as many Millions, had he inſiſted on a bargain, or known how 
to diſtinguiſh berween his own-ptivate Intereſt and that of the Subject, 
or the truckling way of Bartering, when the good of his people was 
\ concern'd, Why did he, but for the ſake of the Proteſtant Religion, re- 
fuſe the elder Daughter of the Crown to the Dauphin of Fraxce, and 
marry her to the Prince of Oravge ? And this without putting his Par- 
liament to the charge of a Portion, or a much greater Sum, which they 
weu'd haye gladly given, had he made the propoſition. And no other 
cou'd be the motives of recalling his Troops from France, raiſing an 
Army for the defence of the Netherlands, at the expence of above 
2000001, more than was given, and his prohibiting Trade with that 
Crown. Theſe things put a ſtop to the progreſs of. that viftorious 
King's Arms, occaſion'd his quitting Hefina, and clapping up.-a gene- 
ral peace, . when he was Juſt at the point of his propos'd Conqueſts, If 
our Prince intended an arbitrary Goyernment, why beſides his former 
neglefting the opportunity, wou'd he diſable himſelf for the furure, by 
parting with one of the greateſt inſtruments for that purpoſe, the Coure 
of Wards and Liveries, Tenures i» Capite and Knight-Service, Pur- 
veyance, &c. And what did he receive for this exceſs of bounty, -for 
the chicfeſt and moſt uſeful flower of the Crown, but a trifle, a feather, 
half the Exciſe, not above a fourth, of the others yearly value. And 
after all this,Knavesiinvent; and-Fools belicye,, heis now {ctring up for - 
Tyranny and Popery, when his years are paſt the heat of ambition, his 
Coffers empty, France. difoblig'd, and his own people alarm?'d, and 
bent againſt it with all imaginable reſolutions of oppoſition. Canany 

man imagine that a perſon,who diſarms-himſelf, intends re fight ? 
Beſides, What one lilegal Arbitrary Act has he done in his ewenty 
years Reign ? Whom has he- defrauded of, an Ox,or an Aſs, of Liſe or 
Poſlefſion ? . Where has hein any one. inſtance invaded Magna Charra, 
our Rights, Properties or Liberties? What Bill tender'd by Parlia- 
ment, for the ſecurity of our Lives ar Fortunes, has -he rejetted? 
He paſs'dall.-without exception, As for: the Bill for intruſting the par- 
kament with the Militia for a limited time, reaſon then,. and experi- 
ence ſince, has prov'd it was a needleſs encroachment on the Royal 
Prerogative, withour the leaſt proſpect of publick good; and to have 
parted with that power but for a moment, was,for ſo long to unking 
and giyeſt himſelf of a power he.coud.not be certain wou'd PRSYEr 
in | | | ' reſtord. 
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reftor'#. As he has frecly paſ#'d all Laws, has he tiot ds chearfully 
offer d"r9 enaCt any thing that was agreeable to Juſtice and Reaſort for 
our farther ſecurity in Religion, Liberty and Property ? 

From theſe confiderations, nothing will appear mote vain and idle 
thattour Fears and 7ealoufies, our Fattious and Seditious refleCtions on 
the Government. 1 will not fay withour great caution, but we may 
rin "into thofe very things we ſo much (dread, and woud avoid, 
Popery and French Government, or (which is equally deſtructive: of 
our Birth-rights and Happineſs) Precbytery anti a Commonwealth. This 
will be ho groundfeſs furmife, if we look back, and obſerve that the 
Leay'n againft the eſtabliſh'd Conftiturion both in Chearch and State 
has fowr'd almoſt the whole Iutmpy rhe poyſon of Presbytery, for- 
merly known by the name of Paritaniſm, hatch'd at Franyford and 
Geneva, grown to a headin Scorland with the Reformation, has infect- 
ed the generality of the Kingdom, tke common Traders and Dwel- 
lersin Cities and/Corporations,  and'the'unthinking and illiterate part 
of the Gentry, with hatred againft Monarchy and the Church of 
England. This was kings An invention of Roxe to overthrow us, 
by thus fowitig Divifions; they well forefaw our Kingdom and Church 
In it felf divided cou'd not long ſtand, All the Antimonarchical Prin- 
ciples are the ſame in both, the one as well as the other deny Suprema- 
&y in thte Ring, the *Peſ#/t will have the Pope, and the Preshyter 7eſws 
his Heat, King-kilting and Depofing DoCtrine is difown'd by alt ho- 
neft Papifts, as the Author even of Plaro Redivivus does confeſs , 
tho' two or three 7eſwir have privately aſſerted the opinion as proble- 
matical, for which themfelves and writings were cenfur'd and con- 
demn'd, as falſe'and damnable; Bur 'tis juſtified, both by Books and 
Practice of the whole Presbyterian party ; 'ris ſo plain and freſh in our 
memories, 1 need not inftancein the Authors. St. Peter's Chair is not 
more Infallible than that of an Aſſembly of Presbyters in a National 
Clafſis or Synod. Men of theſe Antichriſtian Frinciples ſtirr'd up the 
Late Rebellion, and being aQive and diligent, drew in many unwary 
Honeſt men beyond the power of retreating. Did not the Faction 
here tamper in Scorland, where the' promoters of the Covenant, char 
Godly Infirument, apply'd to the Ctown' of France for proteftion, as 
appears by the Letter found with the Lord Lowaden, therefore ſent to 
the Tower? | 
But whar was the iffue of this Contrivance, but Confufton and 
Miſery, through the three Ringdoms , the Prezbyterian party over- 
power d by the independence, ard theft againiby 'the rmy ;/ a Com. 

q monwealth 
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monwealth ſet up, and ſoon after turn'd into a perfect Tyranny under 
Oliver Cromwel; after more money had been illegally ſqueez'd from 
the Subjects by Ordinances and Loans, Sequeſtrations and Decimati- 
ons, Exciſe and other Impoſitions, than was ever known before or 
ſince? The people weary, call home their Prince, who by an exceſs 
of mercy and clemency, ſparing to root up men of theſe Principles, 
gave way to their infecting others with the ſame humour of diſcon- 
tent, 'Tisto be obſerv d, that the year 1535. isremarkable for the 
Geneva Reformation, and the ſpawning of the eſuirs Order, and that 
our unlucky home-bred Diviſions were fomented, if not firſt ſer on 
foot, under hand, by directions from the Court of France, as well as 
from Rome, the Intercſtof that State, as well as of the Church, de- 
pending on our Diſtractions; to which end R:c#liex, that great Mi- 
niſter, imploy'd many Penſioners into Scotland, as did after his Suc- 
ceſſor Mazarine in England. And therefore there is nothing more in- 
conſiderate than to think we are not now aCting- and promoting 
Frenoh-Deſigns ; tis their buſineſs to divide us, and yet ſo to manage 
the Ballance, that they ler neither the King nor Parliament have the 
better, or ever come to a right underſtanding : They can no other- 
wiſe obtain the Weſtern Empire,: and 'tis dire&tly againſt their Intereſt 
ever to ſuffer England tobe either a perfet Monarchy, or an abſolute 
Commonwealth... Thoſe that roar.moſt againſt French Councils: and 
Meaſures, under-hand-bargains and agreements between both the 
Kings, know they bely their own Conſcience, and that the French 
have usin the laſt degree of contempt. This the E: of D. printed in his 
own Vindication, perhaps not ignorant that ſome of their Miniſters did, 
in the year 1677. and 78.before the breaking forth of the Plot,declare, 
That Monſieur L., had greater Intereſt and more friends in England thax 
the D. of Y. That the K. had need be on his Guard, for he was in great 
danger of running the ſame riſque with his Father ; when it was like- 
wiſe enquird, What Intereft among the people two great Peers had, who 
have ſinse the Plot been the great Pillars of the Proteftant Religion, tho' 
neither was ever reputed to have auy,were Minifters and Adviſers in 1670. 
and 71. very good frienas to France and Popery, Enemies ts the Triple 
Alliance, and to Holland, &c. It was allo ſaid, That 3000001. a year 
beftow'd in Scotland and England, among the Fattions and Diſconteuted, 
wou d better ſerve the [Intereſt of Fr ancc, than any bargaim they cou d 
drive with the Miniſters. *Tis too well known that the greateſt of 
theſe two Noblemen made a ſecret journey into France, ſome weeks 
before the Plor, after ſome PO6TE TITER here with others, 
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among whom were Sir E. L. famyd for Religion, for Morality, Ma” 
jor. W. and H. NN. as notorious for the ſame  perfeCtions and thei! 
love of Monarchy, and hatred of -a Commonwealth ;'nor did 4.S* 
want his ſhare in the Conſultatian, a ſtout, afſertor of Prerogative? 
witneſs'd by his and athers hving out of this Kingdom, ever fince the 
Kings Reftauration, until they-ſaw-ſame likelyhood of a change, the 
one returning about the time the D. of B. and the other Lords were 
in the Tower, and the other a few months before the breaking forth 
of the Popiſp Conſpiracy ;, which no ſooner came. before the Parlia- 
ment than ſome of the great.Lords of the Committee: for the Exami- 
nation. of the Plat kept. their, Conſultations, and manag'd much of 
that Aﬀeair at Wallngford-Honſe, Major W. their Secretary, where 
they concluded. to take holdof this opportunity: for the carrying on 
ſome long-hatch'd Deſigns of. their own. Nor 1sit to be forgotten 
thatin 7-ne beforeg a Letter was writ by an eminent perſon of the 
FaCtion, and can benow produced, That very ſhortly ſomewhat wou'd 
be diſcover" d, that wan'd prevent our much longer walking in the dark 
and that one of the greateſt: Lards ſent to an Aſtrologer to know whether 
he was not in a ſhort while tobe in the head of Coo00 men. The methods 
agreed upon in Fraxce, and purſu'd here, were to make a Court and 
Country-party,. to ſow and diſperſe: Fealoufies between both, and wi- 
den the gap with-all poſlible Devices; which reſolurions ſome here 
were the ſooner induc'd to embrace, upon this confideration,. That 
they ſhou'd not live to ſee the iſue,' aud were nncoucern d for what ſhou'd 
come after. But yet I am too. charitable to think, if we have.any 
Freuch Agents at home, they are imposd upon by their own unwa- 
rine(s, and the others cunning, toact rather againſt, than with, their 
knowledge, apart ſo. much. contrary to the Intereſt of Englana, and 
the Duty ofa Chriſtian. But however it be, Lam morally afſur'd we 
are doing their-work ; andif weare not. Knaves and Penſioners, we 
are Blockheads or Fools, that areblind and befotted like men prepar'd 
for Deſtruction,  2#0s Jupiter perdere valt, hos dementat, If any one 
talks thus, he is preſently call'd a Papiſt and a Tory; every true Son of 
the Church of Exg/and, and Loyal SubjeCt, is branded with Nick names 
and run dowa by Noiſe and Faction ; andhe that oppoſes Popery, ifhe 
defends not Presbytery, is but a Proteſtant in Maſquerade ; if he com- 
mends Monarchy and .our Legal Conſtitutions, to the diſcredit of a 
Commonwealth, he is a Raſcal, a Villain, and 4 dangerous Perſon, not 
conſidering that we are made Tools and Inſtruments for Freych pur- 
poles, betray d by their Cunning and Addreſs, to forward: and act 


with 
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with our own hands, our Slavery and Ruine. Shall we be ſtill blind 
and deat toreaſon and demonſtration? Can we not refle& upon the 
French double-dealing in our late Civil Diſtra&ions, and remember 
what the Lord Keeper Packering tells the Parliamentin Q. Elizaberh's 
days, That the Puritans, even at the time of the Span.ſh preparations far 
Itvafion, were urging and preſſing inteftine Commotions ; where he largely 
ſers forth their being as dangerous to the Crown andMitre as the others, 
and therefore that both 'wete to be equally ſuppreſs'd, Papiits arid 
Puritans. I cannot find that eithet have fince atrer'd their Principles, 
and confequently cannet but wonder why the Papiſts ſhou'd be perfe- 
cuted, and the orher countenanc'd, even againft Law and former 
Statutes. Tis ſurely very imprudent to expect your Houſe will be 
warm by ſhutting a Window, and ſetting op*n the Doors. And there- 
fore becauſe in this I can freely agree with Plato Kedivives, that the 
fear of Popery is not the cauſe: of our preſent diſturbances; 1 ſhall 
without regard to Religion, conſider the Papifts and: Presbyterians as 
two Factions 1n the State, like the Arminians and Lovaſtein party: in 
Holland ; and as ſuch pronounce that both are to be ſuppreſs'd,' 9r nei- 
ther, becauſe by emptying only one of the Scales,: the Ballance'is 
broken, and the Conrt or Monarchical party is firſt weaken'd and 
deſtroy d, and after the whole form of Government alter'd into thatof a 
Commonwealth; andT am fully convinc'd, if that./had not beenthatAu- 
thors Deſigns, as to an ordinary Reader 1s paſt doubt, he. wou'd have 
ſer down this as one'of the Remedies of: our preſent Evils;' Butthe 
contrary was his purpoſe, and'in order to it he cunningly, to preſerve 
the Monarchy, wou'd ſet up'a' plain Democracy, and: for an ;Engliſ 
King, obtrude upon us a Doeg of Yenice; for he tells you at'large 
that the ancient Power of the King is fallen into the hands of the Gotn- 
mons, and therefore to keep up the former illuftrious ſplendar of the 
Crown, he wou'd have all its Jewels taken out, -and fet abour the 
Speakers Chair, the Ring made a Cypher, and diveſted of all' Power 
but the Name, to keep up the three ſeveral and diſtinct ſhares 'in the 
Government, King, Lords'and Commons, --Tis an ingenious way of 
arguing, but we are not b $6 Bp hope , ſuch fools to have: it'' paſs, 
to venture at play, and not know how to diſtinguiſh falſe Dice: | 

Oh! but ſays a Fafious Peritioner,that takes 'the Houſe of Commons 
(ſufficiently prov'd by the learned” Anſwer 'to Peryr's Book, to have 
had no ſhare in the Legiſlativepower) to be the Parliament z- all their 
Votes, how wild and unreaſonable ſoever, as we have lately as well as 
formerly4een In print, to be 4a of the” Nation, : and has 
<4 2 Orce 
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force of Laws, and yet deny any Authority to the Kings Proclamation : 
This Scribler (ſays he) is Popifhly attected, a Frexch deſigner, a meer 
Tory ; not confidering that there 1s nor leſs hazard in ſplitting upon a 
rock, than upon a ſand-bank ; that if muſt be a flave, and forfeic my 
liberty, 'twere at leaſtas good to do ſo under a ſingle perſon, as more; 
the tyranny of many is much more intolerable than that of one. *Tis 
equally deſtructive of my liberty, whether the King or the Houſe of 
Commons, takes away Magna Charta; Iam ſtill againſt arbitrary Go- 
vernment, ruling according to pleaſure, not the Laws and known 
Conſtitutions of the Land, whether aſſum'd by King or Commons ; if 
there be any choice, the odds are againlt the latter, And to ſpeak 
truth, by what has paſs'd ſince the Plor, any one in his wits, wou'd be- 
lieve, the King is invaded, not an invager ; that his frequent Proro- 
gations and Diſlolutions have been his legal defenſive weapons, us'd 
as much for his Subjects ſecurity, as his own honour ; that arbitrary 
power is a delicious thing, and therefore aimd at by our Demagogues 
and tribunes of the people ; bad and to be decry'd, only while in the 
Soveraign. 'Tis very convenient to cry Whore firſt. Solowos tells us, 
He that appeareth firſt in his own cauſe, ſeemeth juſt; bat his neighbour 
cometh after and proveth him. If the people in an Iſland are alarm'd 
that an Invaſion is deſign'd, and that only at one Port, and they be- 
come ſo fooliſh as for the guard of that,to neglect and expoſe all other, 
they do but make the eaſier way for their enemies to land and over- 
come. Thoſe, who are the, Watchmen, the Sentinels of our ſafety, 
ought with 74nxs to have two faces, one behind and the other before, 
and many eyes like Argas, there being otherwiſe no ſecurity againſt 
ſurprize. I remember in Thacyavaes,that the Grecians beſieging a ſtrong 
City, found no means but ſtratagem to become Maſters, which they 
thus contriv'd : After they had purchas'd within ſome Penſioners, they 
kept the beſieged awake, and put theminto great diſtreſs. by continual! 
falſe alarms, and, as deſign'd, prepar'd to believe nothing more was 
intended than amuſement and diſtraction. The falſe Citizens within 
taking this advantage, affirm'd they ought for the future to make ir 
death to any Watchman to give the Alarm. This decreed, notice was 
given tothe enemy, and without the leaſt reſiſtance the beſieg'd were 
taken and undone, when and where they leaſt ſuſpeCted ; whereupon 
this Proverb was taken up, Amyclas peraiait filentinms. I wiſh we 
may never run the ſame fate; the application 1s toocaſic and natu- 
ral to be dwelt upon. 31 | 

And yet 1 cannot but take notice how the late Houſe of Commons 
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have afſunrd tothemſelyes a power cxtraordinary,and by a Vote with- 
out proof or conviction, made eminent men and known Proteſtants, 
guilty of Popery and French defigns, made them Adviſers and Coun- 
ſellors according to their own fancies, impriſon'd ſeveral DURING 
PLEASURE, feiz d Cloſets and Writings without Information,and con- 
trary to Magna Charta;voted Atts of Parliament,made for the preſerva- 
tion of the cſtabliſh'd Religion, uſeleſs, and their execution grievous 
to the Subject, againſt the Proteſtant intereſt, and an encouragement 
te Popery, &c. and among theſe, which is moſt wonderful, a Law 
made by the darling Queen Eliz. who cannot well be ſuppos'd to have 
been a friend to Popery. If theſe be not odd and arbitrary proceedings, 
I know not what are, nor why that ſhou'd be tolerable or lawful for 
them, which 1s not for any, no not for our Soveraign. Conſidering 
men are afraid the abettors of ſuch practices are not friends to peace 
and quiet, but rather factious and dangerous, willing to enſlave us to 
foreign Invaſions or domeſtick Encroachments. Whatever may be 
ſaid to the contrary, theſe actings are but too good grounds for ſuch 
apprehenſions. The cunningeſt Whores ſeem moſt devout, and inveigh 
very bitterly againſt the lewdneſs they daily ſtudy and commit. Your 
rooking Gameſters abhor, if you will believe their fhams and oaths, 
the uſe of falſe Dice, and the un-Gentleman-like' trick of \cheating. 
However, none: but Cullies, .who want witor years to make obſerya- 
tion, can be wheedI'd and drawnin by ſuch pretences. | 
Before the diſcovery of the Plot our Miniſters were refle&ted on, as 
deſigning Popery and arbitrary Government , by many ſcandalous 
Pamphlets, and one in particular call'd, An Acconnt of the Growth of 
Popery, &c. as if the people were to be prepar'd to believe the whole 
Court were Popiſh 3 that while they were alarm'd againſt that party, 
they might be unprovided to defend themſelves againſt the other. The 
Presbyterian true blue, who like e£ſop's Cat, tho' transform'd into the 
beautiful ſhapes of Court-Imployments/and Honours, will ſtill be han. 
kering after the old ſpurt of Mouſing ; they will ever be lovers of a 
Commonweath, and enemies to Monarchy. This is plain from. for- 
mer, as well as later, proceedings, fince the diſcovery of the Popiſh 
Plot, when they began to ſhew themſelves in their proper colours, 
when they cry d not only the Court, but the Church was Popiſh, and 
all that are for the eſtabliſh'd Government. You cannot now beloyal, 
unleſs you are factious, nor a Proteſtant, if no Presbyteriap. But'pray 
obſerve, none tell you this, but the:ſpawn of thoſe ſeduc'd, or: con- 
cern'd in the late Rebellion 3 men turn'd out, or that wou d per into 
OUrTt-- 
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Conrt-Imployments, that account themſclres lighted or diſoblig'd ; 
men of great Ambition, or of deſperate Fortunes, who make all this 
noiſe and clutter, to be taken off. To what purpoſe elſe, did the late 
Houſe of Commons make' the Vote againſt the bargain or hopes of 
Court-preferment, but that ſuch a deſign was a driving between ſome 
leading Members and Courtiers 2 Can they after. fuch a diſcovery pre- 
tend zeal for Religion, and the good of their Countrey ? For ſhame, 
let not Faction and private Intereſt make men forgetful of the pub- 
lick, of the peace and quiet of the Nation: Ler them {ecure our 
Conſtitutions againſt the encroachments or invaſions of any, whe- 
ther Prebyter or Papiſt; and remember rhat the moſt forward in the 
Long Parliament were (oon turn'd out by others; and becauſe what is 
Swwce for a Gooſe 1s ſawce for a Gander , this of courſe: will be the 
fate ;of thoſe, who pow glory in-being Ringleaders of Fatt:on to 
tbwart and oppoſe their Sovercign-; Nay, it may poſhibly be worſe, 
the Gentlemen , the Knights of the Shires, may be kick'd out by 
Mechanicks, by Citizens and Burgefles ; for he that practiſeth, Diſo- 
bectence to his Cuperiors, teacheth it to his Inferiours. . Sir W. . 
Sir F. W- Collonel T. &c. all know were difoblig'd, and if .taken 
itofavour, the Employments and Honours they covet,wou'd ſtand up 
for the-Court, as much as now they do againſt it. Whether the Petitio- 
ning. Lerds be not of theſame temper, wiltbeſt appear from the ftory of 
every ſingle perſon. Qne of themhas the humour convey'd with'sBloud, 
His Father was a Gentleman that appear'd zealous inthe long Parliament 
for thegood of his Country, the firſt that brought!iin the complaint of 
Ship-money. . But ſoon after whemhe was made a Lord and a Countier 
hechang'd notes and ſung anather ſong, no man more tor the Monarchy, 
ts defcnce he loft his life,and at his deathpublickly repented his aQtings 
againli the Earl of Strafford. His Son was made an Earl upon the Kings 
xeturn, i ſent Embaſſador Abroad, and Lord Lieutenant into Ireland; to 
get:/this command he deſpis'd not the Courtſhip and a ffiftance. of 'Coll, T; 
though-a/ R. C. ard a Creature of this R. H. to whom he made no flender 
Profedtions , not being iſatisficd with gaining :vaſtly:in that Station: five 
years, be grows peeviſh.in hopes of being ſcar the. ſecond time; nay.ra< 
ther than tail he/is.content tobe Commithonerof the: Treaſury, | in hopes 
that by the Courtſhip: and:Intereſi.of ſome Women, . no matter what Re- 
Vigien they.arc of; he: may come'to:\be Lord Treaſurer : But not. like to 
gain;the'White Staffe, and; perhaps not «caring [to-govern an-empty Ex. 
chequer, hebent! his Thavghts again 'towands Ireland ; -fl hting the 
Treaſury beis outed, and grows morcidifcontentedz.andiat: laſt: tunn'd 
Ian out 
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out of Concil, the next day he repeats a Speech of E. of S. his making, 
and nnask'd preſents a piece of Councel and Alvice to his Soveraign, pre- 
tending as a Peer it was his duty, T amfſorry his zcal made him forget; 
that Peers have no Tight of adviting the King, but when he makes them 
of his GLunicil , or by Writ Summons 'em to Parljament. And what's 
very odd, he adviſes jutt the contrary to what he and the other Noble E. 
had done the year b:fore, when Courtiers. This Noblemans Lite wou'd 
make a Comical Hiftoryz he knows how to put on all ſhapes, and/in the 
late times, was not ignorant how to make an Apple-tree ſupply the place 
of a Pulpit , he knew how to ſerve himfclf in all turns and changes, -and 
has not fail'd fince 1640. to have been ofren out and/in-with -the-ſeveral 
Higher Powers. Togivehim'his due, he is a man of extraordinary 
Parts; but ifone of thele Lords ſaid true, when he was a: Courticr, :and 
theothernewly remov'd, they are all fitted and turn'd for confounding 
ard amuling, but not for extricating out of difticulties, He wants:not 
Wit to hold forth inthe Houſe, or in the open Air, upon occakon ;\nox 
is he meanly skill'd in the methods of Court-Pleaſures, as well as Bulinels; 
He muſt have an ill memory that forgets who advis'd the breaking. the 
Triple-League, and making an- Alliince with: Frazxce, and a War -with 
Holland, pronouncing in the Language of the Beaſt, Delenda eſt Carthage, 
that a Dutch Commonwealth was too near a Neighbour. to an Engliſa 
Monarch ;- the Shutting up the Exchequer, the granting-Injunctions:1n 
the cafe of the Bankers, and laſtly: the ſourſe of all our prefent misfor- 
tunes, the general Indulgence. Thele things bring found of 41] cones 
quence, and the Miniſters remov'd as defigners: of / Popery, Presbytery; 
Atheiſm, or Irreligion, Arbitrary or Frexch Government 3 mult any of 
ſuch Principles affoon as turn'd out of Court, be receiv'd lnto the Coun- 
try, as if theſe two had different Interefls > Whocver lay there 15 more 
than one common weal in both; are D-Juders,- and Incendiarics ,, and 
Betrayers of the Nation, Thoſe that ſtrive to divide the King and+his 
people, arc to be look*d upon as Penſioners of Fr axce;, and to:beimeſt 
ſevercly puniſh'd. Thereare that can tell'Tales, what Great man finoe 
the Plot. offer'd a Reconciliation with the D.- and for a Rettoration. ito 
his former Power and Greatneſs, wou*d be his Servant to. all intents 
and purpoſes. But the D. cou'd not beperſwaded, one that had. as often 
chang'd Parties, as Proteus his Shapes and the Chamelion:his Colours, 
cou'd be'true'to any Intereſt, but his own';'and (therefore rcjocted his 
many Meſſages on this ſubject. Another Peer, whole Son in the Lower 
Hobſe, is the great Tribune of thepeople,, wow dhave had a Dukedom 
added tothe Garter, to make 'both- Sing to another: Tane. A than 
wou 
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wou'd fain be a Privy Councellot in Reverfion. A fifth not long fince at 
any rate of purchaſe, wou'd have been Maſter of the Horſe to the Duke : 
Strange! that a Proteſtant Lord ſhou'd think of ſerving a ſuppos'd 
Popiſh Prince, and after hope, though thus mounted on Horſeback , to 
get to Heaven. *T wou'd be tedious to give particular accounts of all ; 
only by the way obſerve that a Young Lord newly come to Age, own'd 
himſelf to his Majeſty Diſoblig'd, becauſe after a Voyage to Tangier, -his 
great Valour there ſhewn, And ſpending his Touth in bis Prince's Service, 
(theſe were his own words to the King ) another was preferr'd to the 
Command of the Lord Plymoutb's Regiment. I cannot but commend this 
Noblemans Ingenuity in owning the true Cauſe, and not pretending, as 
others, Conſcience and publick good for his motives. But [ am ſorry he 
ſhould forget, not only the obligations of gratitude, which he is under 
for his Bread and for his Honour, but alſo who ſays, Appear nt wiſe 
before the King, and give uot Counſel nnaikd. He has learning enough to 
underſtand the meaning of i# confilium #0# vocatus ne acceſieric, Tis 
to be hop'd he may repent, and with more years his wit may be turn'd 
into wiſdom. | 
.* As for the D. of M, I believe him perfeQy drawn in by deligning Po- 
liticlans for ends of their own, who never intended him more than as 
an uſeful Too), afterwards to be laid alide. Tis no wonder that one of his 
Youth and Spirit ſhou'd be tempted with the Baits and Allarements of a 
Crown, the ſplendor and gaity of Power has blinded many Elder men's 
underſtandings. But that they never had him in their thoughts for K. 
appears from the Author of Plato Redivivas z and indeed it they had, 
they went the wrong way to work. They ſhou'd not have engag'd him 
fo far, as to deſerve his being turn'd out of his Command as General ; a 
Poſt, that wou'd have beſt enabl'd him to ſeize upon and make good any 
pretence to the Crown, after the death of his Majzfty. Iam apt to be. 
lieve his Grace is ſorry for what is paſtz Iam certain it were his Intereft 
tothrow himſelf at the Kings Feet, and quit the Counſels of thoſe men, 
who intricguing for themſelves, puff him up with falſe tiopes, and yet 
ſufficiently difcover that nothing is farther trom their hearts than his 
Exaltation, or what is ſo much in their mouths, publick ſervice to the 
King and Country, *Tis much better for him to be content with the 
| ſecond place in the Kingdom, than by pretending to the firft, againſt all 
manner of reaſon, and the obligations of gratitude, forfeit all, his Fame 
and Honour, Life and Fortune. CITY 
1: The Petition being already anſwer'd, I will only obſerve, that His 
Majeſfty,: intending;|to turn them out, ſent Mr. Secretary to the E. of FE. 
4 for 
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for a Liſt of the Papiſts he mention'd in the Guards ; But the Noble Peer 
had none to give, but may be ſuppos'd to have taken the ftory upon 
hearſay, from fome that had the malice to invent it, And now muſi 
the Nation ſuffer themſelves to be rid by any Fa@ion, becauſe deſigning 
particular advantages, they guild all with the ſpecious pretences of Re. 
ligion and Loyalty, particular relpect for the: Church of Englaud, by 
opening her Doors to all Difſenters, and for the Monarchy, by clip- 
ping the Kings power topreyent the Papiſts Contrivances againſt his 
Perſon? Examine whether the zealous ſticklers for the Proteſtant Re. 
ligion, have any at all; or if they have, whether it be not as far from 
that Eſtabliſh'd by Law, as Popery ? Whether if the King wou'd 
grant all their deſires, receive them into Offices and Power, they 
wou'd not ſtand up in Juſtification of the Court as fiercely as now they 
do the contrary? What has been before, may well be expected again. 
He that conſiders this, and that malice never ſpoke well of any, will 
give the Factious little credit ; eſpecially, when againſt reaſon and 
ſenſe they wou'd impoſe upon us, that the King himſelfis in the Plot ; 
or as one of the Members in a printed Speech tells the Houſe, The Plot 
#5 not ſo much in the Tower, as in White-Hall ; there "tis to be ſearch'd 
for, andthere to be found ; And all this becauſe he will not unking him- 
ſelf, andput his Crown into their hands, and againſt Law, his Coro- 
nation-Oath, and brotherly affection, paſs the Bil of Excluſion, to 
the prejudice of himſelfand the whole Kingdom. This is not a ſingle 
or private man's opinion, but the judgment of the Supreme Tribunal 
of England, the Houſe of Lords; where upontke firſt reading it was 
thrown out, with the odds of 63 againſt 3x; for which reaſon their 
Lordſhips are. call'd Maſquerading Proteſtants, Tories, Papiſts, or 
their adherents; as if the Lords muſt not be allow'd the priviledge 
the Commons take with any of their Bills, without cenſure and affront. 
But why for their Act muſt His Majeſty be loyally libell'd and aſpers'd? 
It had been time enough, one wou'd bave thought, to have call'd him 
Papiſt, &c, had he rejected the Bill after it had paſs'd both Houſes. 
Oh! then who coud have doubted, but his doing more againſt the 
Papiſts than any of his Predecefſors, had been promoting their Inte- 
reſt, that his pardoning no man condemn'd, nor ſtopping the executi- 
on of any Law againſt Recuſants, was making it no Plot, and that 
paſſing the Teſt was letting in Popery by whole-fale. Hethar can be- 
lieve theſe things, is prepar'd for any thing, to ſay a Lobſter is a 
Whale, or a Whale a Lobſter ; that the Moon is a Green-Cheeſe, and 
the Sun a round Plate of red hot Iron ; 206 then, I'preſume, .it may 
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aot bedecided whether we are Fools or Madmen. Let us not thus 
idly and unjuſtly bely our Confciences, and publiſhto the Nation and 
all. the. World, that nothing can ſecure us againſt Fopery, but the 
ſhaking and alteration of the Monarchy, by the Bill of Exclu- 
fion; an ACt in it ſelf unjuſt and impolitick, both for the King 
and-People. No man is to be puniſhd ex poſt-fatto, by the Laws 
off this and: all: orhier Countries. Befides,, why ſtoud the Duke, 
more: than any Panatick of England, be. outed his' Birth-right ? 
The Seripture ſays, Tow mui not do evil, that good' may come of it ; 
And: Prudence: will tell us, That this an evil, that muSt be atten- 
ded-with. greater. For the minute that it paſtes, the: Duke' is: at li- 
berty to: recover. his Right by: ſecrer or open Violence, Force 
Foreign- or- Pbmeſtick ; He 15 declar'& an Enemy: and a: Tray tor; 
condemn'd} withour: Pryal: or: Conviftion. This. piece of injuſtice 
muſt be defended by an- Affoetation or an Army; this Amy muſt 
be entruſted! in- che hands: of rttes King: or: a General, either 
may- make himſelf} Abſohite-and* Arbirary'; and therefore 1f' peo- 
ple: are now afraid of ſlavery: from: the Government, what- may 
then: be their- apprehenſions? And if rhcy+ are jealous of the Ring; 
what General will rhey find! to: entruſt > Thoſe meanly+ 8kill'd m 
ftory, know: that Commanders: of: Armies: have at pleaſtire ſub- 
verted Commonwealths and: Kingdoms: Ayathocles from being 
Seneral: became-Tyrant of: Syracuſe ;; PiſiiFratne: of Athens, Sfurza 
of Millan, the /fedici of Floxence, the- Caeſars of Kime, and: not 
to 'g0 fo far off, Crowe of: the Three- Kingdoms: Moſt- off the 
Roman: Empe1ors were-dethron'd: by their Generals; and there« 
fore: this. cannor but: make the- King: as-unwlling- as the: People; 
to- entruſt;this great Power in any perſon: And'yet witheur ſuch 
a. truſt: the- Act of Exclofibn 1s- not' worth- a ſtraw; nor with: it 
can We be ſecnrid. againſt Slavery , ' whether the: Dvke- conquer 
atybe-overcome The Duke: will fait find @ party , at laſt iff he 
ouc-lives the King, in the Three Kingdoms to, ffghr: bis- Quarrel ; 
and iff he: comes in by. Force, he may welt ufe us like' a con- 
queri'd Nation, break our 'old'; and- give” us what: Laws: and Re- 
ligion he--pleaſes ;* Whereas 1ff wee attempt” no: ſich} thing', we 
ſhalt not- run: the* hazard' of a CIV TL W A4R, the King 
being as-likely to- our-live, as to: be out-Ifv'd; by ; His: Liorher; 
If he thou d-chance- to fuceced? peacceably, he'canmat be; proefun”dto offtr 
2vy-alteratien in Religion {0- muck againſt bis Interdt;, and® who- never 
farwarded-any in-his own-F arvily; ſuffers his Childrem to contmue- in the 

' (lurch 


C17] 

Church of England, knowing that Chriſtianity forbids compulion for its 
propagation. To fay he worr'd be Prieſi-ridden, is ridiculous 3 why he 
more than-the French Kings who openly oppoſes the Popes Uſurpation, 
and aſſunics ito himſelf the cognizance even of Church. affairs ? This-is 
but a prctence to impoſe upon the jgnorant and the credulous,; if there 
be not Laws enough-already, new-ones may be:made to prevent any ſuch 
intention. When all Offices and powerare.in the hands of Anti-papilis; 
L cannot ſee where can be our-danger. | CET 

But this, it granted, wopu'd nat be all, the Monarchy is hereby-made 
eleive, and the poſſeſſor may.as well be:remoy'd, as the {ucceffor de. 
birr'd. Incrder to this, is there ;not a -Hiltery of the Succethon pub» 
litd, thewing that the Menazthy is rather eleFive than. hereditary ? 
Of which here 1 will only ay, that the WiKer 1s. a.notorious./Plagiary, 
and ficals.all ont of a ſeditivus Book:writ on the lame Sub;jeft by Parſons 
the Je{uit, under the Namenf Ddleman, in Queen Eligabeths.time, with. 
delign or diſtradting the people, :and; making way-for :a Spaniſh Gonquet 
and Inguitition.z the Prechyterion Tranſcriber. proves himſcli of the lame 
ſluitical principles, .and with-equal honelty.parſues-the fane.ends, Ulure | 
pation,and Slavery. *Tis uot ts he doutted, but that there has:been 
frequent interruptions of the Succetiton of the Crown ;;: þut:no title, but 
that of the 'Sword, was-ever-pat in balance with proximity .of {þloud; 
and he that.will oppoſe Fat to Rightis veey unjuſt; ;andArguesnqt.upoh 
the principles of Morality, nor the:Laws. of Nations. . -Magh :(ugb ano>. 
ther goad Chriſtian is the Writcr of The dppeal w Fhe:City, »who $8lea; 
it we ſet upa King with none ora crack dtitle, wethall have: the beter 
Laws; andinliances that Richard.the 3d. an Ulurper, a Murderer;anda 
Tyrant, made cxcellent Statutes. But-heqightz had he brentJuſt, h1ge 
tound the Laws of that King outdoneby:thole-of our preſent-Savernign, 
whoſe title none canqueſtion. > ty 
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And yet.it is not.unredſouableto {ulpeRt adefignon.toot oh lultycrting - 
the Monarchy, if -it he coafdet?d that | the-paſhing:the Bill againlt che . 
Duke, will-aot alone ſatisfic his adverſaries, who /turther expe that all . 
thoſe now firm to the King be:xemov'd, and their txuſi pyt.into contifling 
hands ; and thus-when they had him in their own power, -it wou'd bens 
hard mattec toaTt their pleaſuxe. [The Speech difawn'd by the Proteſtant 
Lord, and burat by the Hangman (afate the Author does certdinly de- 
ſerve) tells us in, plain Englifh, /We.maft have a Ghange, and a: King we may 
ruſt, and well affeted Counſellors, with much more treaſonable and ſediti- 
ous ſtuff, Thee. things, and: thefrequent mentioning the fates of Edy.,:2. 
Rich.,2. and Hene6, cannot! but alarm bis Majeſlys and ad: 
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from ever complying with ſach perſons againf@his only Brother... He has - 
fo often affirm'd-the Bill ſhou'd never paſs, that he cannot now «without - 
diminution of his own honour, as well as ſafety, alter his wellgrounded 
reſolation, . taken upon the ſenſe of conſcience and duty, the preſent and 
future good of himſelf and people. An a&t that wou'd be-the higheſt vio. 
lation of Magna Charts, that ordains none ſhou'd be put by his birth- 
right and inheritance, but by the Law of-the Land, and 'legal proceſs. 
And therefore I hope, what cannot be ſuppos'd,i will be. granted, will 
nolonger be infiſted on, leſt-the conlequences prove fatal. . 

One thing, 1 cannot but admire, that-the Duke thouw'd be abſolutely ex. 
cluded on ſuppoſitien of being a Papilt,' for otherwiſe he is allow'd by all 
2 Prince of- incomparable vertues and endowments, leaving no room for 
enjoyiog his right, in caſe he become Proteſtant, Do: they ſuppoſe an al- 
teration of opinion impothblc ? -that's:falſe and fooliſh.- There are inſtan- 
ces of men that have changed often; and to mention no more, the Dukes - 
Grandfather Hen, 4. twice alter'd his opinion. Beſides, - it is unjuſt, and 
contrary to their own pradice, for -L. Br; was an impriſon'd Plotter, 
but as ſoon as the became a Convert, without further proceſs'or tryal he 
was innocent and acquitted. Wedo in this exceed the. Papiſts: in France. 
and condemn our Proteſtant Anceſtors, and. all others abroad, - who Ace 
cus*d them as Antichriſtian and Rebellious, for oppoſing theirlawful King 
Hen. 4, on the ſcore of Religion 3 for the Parifians lov'd his perſon, ni 
ſtood upon no other condition than his turning Papiſt, to receivehim for 
their Soveraign3 as all the other R. C's. of that Kingdom had done be- - 
fore, And therefore I1-very much ſuſpect we are grown weary 
of Monarchy. , and with an- inconſtancy vatural to Iſlanders. 
afſe& a Change tho? for the worſe. 'To this I am induc'd by ma- + 
ny Reaſons , and not- a little: from a Proteſtant Lords Speech, the 
la Seffions , That the People of Athens were ſo fond of good King Co- - 
drus, that they reſold to bave none after him. But ro attempt this plece 
of folly and wickedneſs, will inevitably embroyl us in a Civil War, | 
And of that the event'is ſo-uncertain, - that we- ought to dread the loſs of 
all, by firiving to. enlarge our prelent liberties, This madneſs ordinary. 
prudence will carefully avoid, becauſe in all probability the Ring muſt get 
the better; his condition is not like his Fathers : He has ſtanding Troops, 
which the other wanted,” to Guard his Perſon 3 he has the Militia in his 
own hands. he has no'Scotch nor Triſh Rebellion, to divide or diftrat his 
Forces; and above all, he has the Parliament in his ownpower, to let 
them Sit or not Sit, 'at his pleaſure and: thelr good behaviour, And *tis 
happy he has this power, 'to ſecure himſelf from- popular fury, at this 


time. 
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time eſpecially, when whatever the Papifts have done; we daily ſee others 


run into Clubs and Cabals, diſtinguiſhing themſelves by Green Ribbans, 
by general Committees and Subcommittees, where all Tranſa&ions of 


Parliament are firſt dcfiga'd and hammer'd, Colle&ions made, a Com- 
men Purſe manag'd, and Agents employ'd in every County, to prepare 
and influence the people, write and diſperſe falſe News , Libels againſt 
the Government z Addreſſes made and ſent into every Shire and Burough, 
and if the'Members do not go down to their Ele&ions, they can Print 
for them ſuch Speeches as ſerve their purpoſe, Witneſs one my Lord 
Vaughan poke at his Ele&ion, though his Lordſhip was not out of Lox- 
don, 1 have not heard before, that Sir Samuel Mvrlans Speaking Trumpet 
cou'd convey a voice a hundred Miles diſtance, But this is'nothing with 
our True Proteſtant Intelligencer B, H. who Printed an Addreſs from the 
City of Colcheſter, that never was ſeen nor preſented by any of the Inha» 
bitants, as by an Inſtrument under the Town-Clarks hand does plainly - 
appear. But though Swearing be, Lying is not, againſt the intereſt or | 
praQtice of the Godly 3 the Presbyteriax , true off-ſpring of the Ignatian + | 
_ Fathers, who out do them in the. D6&rine of Pie Frander, as well asin 
all other their immoral and Antimonerkick Principles. 
| And now confideriog that none that have any thing to looſe, can ever - 
| » get by a Rebellion, and that there is no juſt pretence for one, our Liberties 
and Properties not being broken or invaded, the Rich, unleſs they are 
mad, will never begin 3 and yet with, or without their affiſtance a Riſing 
of JackCade or Wat Tyler inſtigated by greater perſons, will but in- 
| large the Regal Power,-and enrich the Crown: And for theſe and many 
more reaſons I look upon the Threats or Fears of Rebellion, as idle and 
vain, aSour Jealoufies and Apprehenfions of Popery, never poſſible in 
England but by a Civil War, fince their numbers here are but as one to 
250, and by an exaQ& calculation in the three Kingdoms, the whole 
number of Papiſts is but-as one to 205, © non. Popiſts, and their wealth 
| and poſſe{ſions is not one 'to 300 It their power had been (o terrible, 
| they wanted not fince the Plot provocations to make us feel, as well as 
| hear on*t, But theſe noiſes are like Armies in diſguiſe at Knights-bridge, 
| and Regiments cf Horſe hid in Cellars under ground, and blowing up the 
Thames to drown London; artitices formerly us*'d to draw in the eafie 
and the credulous. But 'tis to be prelum?d, the ſame trick will not paſs 
ny twice upon us in one and the ſame Age, while the bleeding wounds of the 
| laſt are fiillio freſh in our memories; -To remedy and compoſe our preſent 
maaneis and diſtractions, and prevent future evils, muſt without doubt 
be the hearty endeayour of all honeſt men, who expeR this will be a hea- 
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ling Parliament, that will makeup all our Hreaches, and unite our divit. 
Ons, by the metho45 of prudence and diſcretion 3 weightng.the true cau- 
les, andapplying fit reinedies, without regard to factionor intereſt, heat 
or pallion; refl:Ring how unreafonable it is, to fulpect in the King or 
his Minilters any de{ign of introducing, Popery andarbitrary Government; 
a malicious and idle invention, ſet on foot with purpoſe, toenflame the 
Fahey by men who were outed, ordefirons of Court-Imployments, 
difoblig'd perſons, or French Penſioners : That the Bill of Excluſion is 
not like to paſs, either the Lords Houſe ar the King, becanfe init felf un- 
jult, impolitick and dangerous, ' not only to the Prince, but to the Sub- 
JeA : Thatall other legal-ways for preventing Popery and Presbytery, arc 
to be taken by thoſe, who delign'the preſervation of theeſtabliſh 4 M9. 
narchy and Religion : That this is already, or may with cafe be:fecur'd 
again{ the attempts or. power of any Papiſh Succeſſor : That our tears in 
this point are groundleſs, and at beſt, founded: upon accidents, that may 


never happen : That'tis the higheit imprudence:to-run mto real, preſent, 


to avoid poſllible, future evils: That . innovations of this fort won'd be 
againſt the Princes interc(},. who.baving nota 4th. part of the Revenue, 
neceſſary for the ſupport of the;Crawn, muſt be undera necetfity of eom- 
plying with his peoplein Parliament 3 and that his temper, practice and 
Declarations, ſccure.us againſt ;impoſitions of: this nature: : That it þe 
confider'd, whether;the .unquict apprehenfions from: the Plot, may not 
be laid by a ſpecdy and impartial tryal and exccation :of all the accus'd 
and convifted, and the Kings after granting «geperalpardon, with ſuch 
exceptions as have becn uſual. The doing this will beget-a right under- 
ftanding between the King, and his;people, dcicat the contrivances of our 
adverſaries, reſtore us to peace and.quiet at home, and reſcue us 'frum 
contempt and danger abroad, and.make the Name of Parltawent as fa- 
mous and renown'd, as ſome Libellers endeayour to make it baſe-and 
odious. How this is to be compaſs'd, you your (clves are delervedly 
made the Judges, and therefore IL will not like the fooliſh Orator, teach 
Hannibal the Art of War, — Fiat Juflitia, ruat Celnm, 
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